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Beautiiul Software TLC

Solutions that Deliver

Classic OPAC: Dull

A card catalog drawer sighs open and
yesterday’s library user looks for books by flicking
through cards neatly typed with bibliographic
information. Today, a user taps out a search term
onto a keyboard, and the classic OPAC provides
the requested information — and nothing more. The
search experience might be efficient, but it's
certainly lackluster. There’s no digging deeper
to wander on intriguing side trips. Nor does the
classic OPAC create points of interaction between
other users. No fun “knowledge field trips,” no
community, no collaboration. For all the strides that
classic searching has made since the card catalog,
it's still woefully behind today’s Web applications.

Web 2.0: Bright

You know something is important to our culture
when it organically acquires recognizable jargon.
Avatar: an animated graphic of a person or being.
Social networking: online interactions that can
be collaborative. (Think of Digg, where content
is submitted by anyone and then ranked in
importance by the Digg community.) And there’s
also social tagging, social bookmarking (with
Delicious, an entire site devoted to the sharing
of bookmarks), blogs, and even vlogs.

Web 2.0 is information with the human touch.
And it's information that constantly evolves for
the better as it's presented, organized, and
shared by people.

And Something Beautiful Happened

But how do you combine the benefits of Web
2.0 with the capabilities of a library system?

Sometimes you just have to get beautiful.

TLC’s new search interface —“beautiful software’
— shows off your library, while offering a
collaborative information environment. It connects
the library, the user, and the community. It's where
you put your library out there and pull your users
in. It's expressive, Web-based, affordable, and easy
to implement. It's social and promotional, animated,
reactive, and intelligent. Available now as part of
any TLC ILS, the search interface is:

i

Social

Patrons can share tags, lists, and reviews to
transform your catalog into a constantly changing,
growing environment, enriched by you and by
your users.

Aware
The system’s Item Mapping shows users

exactly where in the library they can find an item.

Pertinent
You can integrate up-to-date data results with
RSS feeds that you specify.

Predictive
Help your users frame their searches based
on items in your collection. Predictive results

“think” and complete terms as users type
a search.

Faceted
Faceted searching produces results that include
news feeds, genre, primary audience, and language.

Today

The concept of what a library catalog is has
changed.

It's time to get beautiful.

For more information, call TLC at 1.800.325.7759 or visit TLCdelivers.com.

52 [ OCTOBER 2008


justinlarsen
Indigo


